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Markham House to Be Saved

New Owner's Plans for Historic Site Include Learning Genter

By Guarmn Zin INski
Washangan fvat Staff Wnter

The tworoom Markham  house
where Chiel Justice John Marshall as
a boy transeribed Alexander Pope ani
read Horace was bought recently by @
Los Angeles technology firm exec:
utive who says he is interested in re-
storing the 236-vear-ld building and
turning il into a learning center for
kids.

David C. Collins, CEO of Learning
Tree Internntional Ine., a technology
training firm, last month purchased
the 322-acre tract, just off Interstate
66 near the Markham cxt, where
Marshall lived from about 910 17.

“The idea will be (o connedt kids to

| their history and their country,” Cal-
! hins said.

Preservationist groups in northern

| Fauguier have for vears hoped 1o pre

" called

serve Uie property, wiich Marshall
*The Hollow,” sometimes
working at odds with the previous
owners of the property where John
Marshail, his tather, mother, teacher
ang 10 siblings ved in the mid-1700s.

According to Tom deButts, a Wash-
innaon lawver who 1s 2 sixth-genera
ton deseendant of Marshall and the

| president of Frnends of the Hollow,

the owners did not want & histarical

| designating for the property because

|

that would luwve prevented them from
sclling the bind 1o devedopers
The house lself was in bad shape,

arnd deButts said he fearii the worst.
“The place was under a serious
threat,” he said. "It could haye been
bulldozed and bumed.”

"It should have been preserved a
limg time ago,” said Colling, who four
years ago purchased a house in near:
by Delaplane. It was a coincidence
thst that properly included  the
burned ruins of Moot Blane, a man-
sion owned by Marshall's =on, John
Marshall Jr., during the 19th century.
Bul that, Collins said. sparked his in
terest in Fauquier County’s most [
mous son, which led (o his recent acs
quisition.

Atter persuading one of the part-
ners who owned the land to sell her
share, the group agreed o a §1.38
million price for the properly. The
deal was smoothed by Warren Mon-
touri, a minority partner who was
sympathetic to the preservationists.

Montour, who owns a calte (arm
in Markham, said, "I'm thrilled o see
the Hollow move closer to historic
preservation ™

One of Collins's first acts as owner
was to build a sturdy fence to protect
the house from he cattle that still
praze the property. DeButts said the
orgind intention of Friends of the
Hollow was to save Lhe house, but
now Collins is making plans thal far
exceed those expectations,

“We had limited goals. We had
hoped to just save it and gel a histonie
casemuent on il . .. and a road sign, at

least stabilize i," DeButts said. “He
has big plans,”

In the Jast few years, Collins has
broughl Fanquier schoolchildren out
10 his Delaplane properly under the
supervision of professtonal archacol-
ugists to dig at the remains of Mom
Blane. He saidd he envisions the Hol-
low, “the mother of the Marshall
homes,” as a learning centes, with re-
stored buildings, hiking trails and
fishing ponds.

“We will probably let adults come,
but only because they have the keys to
the vehicles, " he said.

He said that he intends to contact
Coloninl Williamsburg vxperts (w help
with the project and that the Priends
of the Holluw will be involved in the
redevelopment.

The importance ol Marshall, who
died in 1835 as the longestscnang
Chiel Justice of the Uniled States,
cannot be overstated, Colling said.
Marshall was barn in 1755 in south-
ern Pauquier and lived there until he
was 9 when his family moved to
Markham. He left the Hollow 1o study
and fight in the Revolutionary War.
Later, he would be instrumental in es-
tablishing judicial review of legislax
tive and executive devisions.

“He look something that dida'l
have any form or function and ha
sically created the Supreme Court out
ol it,” Collins said, “and fundamental-
Iy created the Comstittion as the law
of the country.”



